Sent via email list server: Swine Flu Update

April 30, 2009

From County EMS Coordinator Mike McEvoy:

No doubt, you have been inundated with information on the Swine Flu (politically correctly referred to as the Influenza A - H1N1 virus).  If you want a single source for up to the minute information, I still recommend the CDC site previously suggested at www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/whatsnew.htm.

I want you to know that you will soon hear of suspected (and likely to be confirmed) infections in Saratoga County.  This is inevitable, and more will follow.  The excellent cooperation of our Emergency Medical Dispatch personnel has worked superbly to provide you with early warning of patients with potential severe respiratory illness.  This system will continue to serve as our first line defense in protecting EMS responders.  Please use the information provided wisely.

I will continue to pass along via this list server any State or County information of value to you.  That said, it is important for everyone to understand that media hype, commercial interests, and even government leaders (right up into the White House) have blow this event way out of proportion.  This is a time to exercise common sense, not panic.  Your efforts to reassure your members and the public will enhance our credibility as EMS professionals and public health partners.

Today, the CDC released interim guidance for EMS management of patients with suspected swine flu infection.  Kudos to the New York State Bureau of EMS for weeding through this document and issuing notice to County Coordinators of what stands out as new or different in this document.  I have pasted the email from the Bureau below for your reference.  Given the succinct nature of this communication, I would recommend that you forward this email to your members and post it in your stations.  A copy of the text of this email will be posted to the Swine Flu Documents tab at www.saratogaems.org.  Stay tuned for further information - I will continue to filter the voluminous data being fired at us and indicate to you what truly impacts your EMS and Fire operations during this outbreak.

Here is the DOH EMS Memo sent to all County Coordinators today -

Dear EMS Coordinator:

Last night, the CDC released additional guidance for EMS, First responders and PSAPs - It can be accessed at: www.cdc.gov/swineflu/guidance_ems.htm. 

Our preliminary review of the CDC EMS guidance does not indicate anything inconsistent with department guidance or yesterday’s bureau issued advisory. In an effort to avoid any additional confusion and to reduce overload on

the subject, there are two specific recommendations identified in the CDC guidance that we will add to any future update of the BEMS advisory. Although we are not reissuing the advisory at this time, we feel that the

recommendations are common sense and important operational and cleaning reminders.

These are in the CDC "Interim Guidance for EMS Systems and 911 Public Safety Answering Points for Management of Patients with Confirmed or Suspected Swine Origin Influenza A (H1N1) Infection"

In the section of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), the last paragraph states "Encourage good patient compartment vehicle airflow/ ventilation to reduce the concentration of aerosol accumulation when possible".  We encourage this, if possible, during transport.

In the section on "Interim Guidance for Cleaning EMS Transport Vehicles After Transporting a Suspected or Confirmed Swine-origin Influenza Patient" - There are general guidelines listed regarding airing the vehicle after the patient has been removed. The cleaning procedures are described in greater detail in the CDC guidance on cleaning provided in the web link in our BEMS advisory - www.pandemicflu.gov/plan/healthcare/cleaning_ems.html 

Mike McEvoy

Saratoga County EMS Coordinator
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