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REQUEST FOR "SAVE" CERTIFICATES

Submitted by: Phone #:
Address to send certificates:

Incident Date: Location:

Patient Name: Age: Sex:

Current address for patient:

Phone #:

County/Corps Run #: Time of Call:
Type of Reversal: [ ] Cardiac arrest [ ] Respiratory arrest
Hospital transported to:

Condition of patient on arrival at the hospital:

Describe incident/care provided:

Member’s names (print/type - spell as to appear on certificates) Agency Training Level

Mail form to address above for Certificates of Commendation to be issued. Allow 6-8 weeks.
Please attach a copy of transporting ambulance PCR to this form to assist in verification.





CRITERIA FOR SAVE CERTIFICATES

Saratoga County EMS Council issues Certificates of Commendation, commonly referred to as "Save" Certificates, to individuals and agencies in the County for reversal of cardiac or respiratory arrest.  On June 13, 1994, the criteria were amended to include only patients who are discharged alive from the hospital following cardiac or respiratory arrest in the field.

The major reason for this change was to increase the value of the Certificate of Commendation awarded by the Council.  Today, every ambulance in the Saratoga County carries a defibrillator.  Most fire services also provide defibrillation.  Recent years increases in "Save" Certificates issued demonstrate that residents of Saratoga County are much more likely to be resuscitated from out-of-hospital cardiac arrest than most other areas of New York State.  The high number of field resuscitations who die in emergency departments or after brief hospital stays has led some to question the meaning of the Council's Certificates.  There is no clear delineation between a Certificate issued for a patient who died the day after admission and one issued for a patient who remains alive six months later.  The Council wishes to make this clarification with the new criteria.

We do not want to diminish the significance of arrest reversals that do not survive to hospital discharge.  These certainly are meaningful and should be recognized with certificates or commendations generated at the squad level, in the same fashion as childbirth calls.  The Council does have available packets of certificates for use at the squad or department level.  These can be obtained from the EMS Coordinator.

Attached is the current form to request "Save" Certificates from the Council.  Please copy the form as needed.  Contact EMS Coordinator, Mike McEvoy, at (518) 383-8608 with any questions.
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